THE  ENGLISH  RENAISSANCE

of them into England. Thus he succeeded in creating again
the combination which destroyed Charles I, the alliance of
the Money Power of the city with the great landowners of
the House of Lords, the squires of the House of Commons and
the Puritan shopkeepers and artisans, while on this occasion
the revolt was actually blessed by the Anglican Church which
for the first time in its history (not without considerable
qualms) found itself in opposition to the monarchy. William
of Orange, the Dutch Prince, a grandson of Charles I on his
mother's side, who had married Mary, James's Protestant
daughter, and had spent his life in organising a great Euro-
pean coalition against Louis XIV, was invited by representa-
tives of all parties to come over to protect the 6 'liberties55 and
"properties53 of Englishmen. James fled, and a "convention33
Parliament declared the throne vacant, offering it to William
and Mary and drawing up the Bill of Rights founded largely
on the theories of Locke, together with the Toleration Act
giving liberty of worship to the Protestant dissenters. Thus
the work begun in 1641 was completed. The paternal absolut-
ism of the Crown was finally destroyed in England, and was
replaced by the conceptions of the Free State and the limited
monarchy, which meant in practice the rule of the Money
Power a'nd the propertied classes, though the theory of the
natural rights of the individual on which the new settlement
was founded meant an immediate extension of personal
liberty especially with regard to religion and the press, and
paved the way for the development of democracy in the
future. Militant and republican Puritanism was dead in
England. Its future lay on the other side of the Atlantic, in
the little group of colonies that had been growing up on the
Eastern American seaboard since the reign of James I, and
ultimately was to become the great English-speaking republic
of the United States.

LITERATURE IN THE  EARLY  SEVENTEENTH
CENTURY

English literature in the opening decades of the seventeenth
century was dominated by three great and masterful minds,
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